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If this issue of Discovery Express was delivered to you via the United States Post Office,this is the final “hard copy” issue. If you’ve been receiving your newsletter via email,
that delivery method will continue. Earlier this year, as the search of a new editor/publisher
continued, decisions were made by the DOAI Board of Directors to separate the two tasks
editor and publisher; to utilize an outside vendor to create the newsletter from submitted
edited copy; and to publish in digital format only. These decisions were made for financial
reasons, as well as the lack of a member volunteer who would both edit and publish 
Discovery Express. 

If you haven’t already done so, please make sure Membership Coordinator Elaine 
Holley has your email address on file (doaimembership@discoveryowners.com). Your
address will be kept confidential; DOAI does not share members’ email addresses with
any individual or business outside DOAI with the exception of Prepared Publications, the
publisher of Discovery Express. That company will maintain your privacy at all costs.

When the January 2017 edition of this newsletter is published, it will be emailed to
you. The immediate benefit of the digital edition is that it will reach you as close to the
beginning of January as possible; you won’t have to wait until the middle of the month
for the Post Office to deliver it. Another benefit: because it will be in digital format, you’ll
be able to also read it on your digital reader or pad or cell phone; that means you can carry
Discovery Express with you wherever you go.

As in the past, every issue of Discovery Express will continue to be on the DOAI 
website, and it can be read there and/or downloaded to your computer. 
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Quarterly Question contest
What's the last name of the NFL starting quarterback with
the most regular season wins?

Choices:
(a) Brady
(b) Elway
(c) Manning
(d) Montana

See page 13 for details on submitting your answer.

We had thirteen correct responses to the question, and all 13 names were put into the
Contest Hat. A third party drew the name of the lucky winner of a year's free 
membership in DOAI for submitting the correct answer for July (1910): Bill and
Elaine Holley. Congratulations! Given that Elaine is our club's Membership 
Coordinator, I believe she will find it a most welcome task to extend their 
membership one more year. 

In this issue...
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▼  ▼  ▼  ▼
ARE YOUR DUES DUE?

Find your membership renewal date at
www.discoveryowners.com/login.asp

Please keep the following DOAI members in your
thoughts and prayers: 

* Judy Curtis, whose husband, John, died last June.
*  Jeff Daly, undergoing treatment for primary 
cerebral lymphoma.

*  Bob Deal, who fell in July and broke his hip. Reports
are that he will need a hip replacement.

*  Charlie Harvell, undergoing treatment for prostate cancer.
*  Kerry Pinkerton, diagnosed with prostate cancer, will begin treatment in  
October.

*  Don Watkins, whose younger brother died from cancer last July.
Please contact Member Care Coordinator Nina Soltwedel at

nina.soltwedel@gmail.com, or call 303-570-2736, when a DOAI member is
ill or hospitalized, or when someone in a DOAI member's family has died. 

Member Care report

Nina Soltwedel

Hi everyone, I would like to start by thanking John
Scarbrough for stepping up and taking over the editor’s 

position on the Discovery Express newsletter. I know you
will do a fantastic job. The newsletter is one of the vital parts
of DOAI. Thank you John.

Summer has come and gone and fall is now here. I hope
everyone had a great summer and was able to visit that 

special location that you enjoy the most or you have wanted to see forever.
Talking about where to go in the summer, Mark and Jorie Salomon have been
after us for the last three years to buy an RV lot by their cabin in the moun-
tains. So Donna and I finally purchased an RV lot in Linville Land Harbor,
North Carolina (elevation about 4000 ft). The weather was great, in the 70’s
during the day and low 60’s at night when many other places were in the
100’s. We spent a great deal of our time fixing up the lot, so we didn’t get to
enjoy the area as much as we wanted to this year. We are going back there
this month and enjoy the fall colors. Now Mark and Jorie have us as neigh-
bors. They can see Grandfather Mountain from their back deck which also
overlooks a beautiful golf course.

With the fall leaves out it is a good time to take in the beautiful fall colors.
Isn’t it nice to have a motor home and be able to visit all the fantastic places?

The presidential elections are coming up and I hope all of you will vote.
It sure has been a different kind of campaign this year. I can’t wait to see the
outcome.

The National Rally in Bath, NY was a really good, fun-filled rally with
lots to see and do. I want to thank the board members for all their hard work
hosting the rally. I especially want to thank MaryAnn Crowell, national rally
master, for all her planning and hard work.

We hope to see everyone in January at the Southeast Region Rally at 
Lazydays. If you have not attended one of the major rallies, you don’t know
what you are missing. They are lots of fun and you can make and meet so
many nice friends.

I will close for now. Stay healthy and have safe travels. 

President’s report

Ron Wacker
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John was born and raised in the deep south; born in Alabama and raised in Mississippi. In
addition to these two states, he has lived in Texas, Florida, Hawaii, and New Mexico. As a

lifelong student, John has earned: a Bachelor’s in Music Performance, a Bachelor’s in Physical
Therapy, an Associate’s degree in Nursing, a Master’s in Nursing Education, and a Doctor of
Philosophy in Nursing. Yes, he really is Doctor Nurse John! 

John and his spouse, Kevin, have been together for 18 years, and married for the past three
years. They have three rescue dogs – Angus, Buddy, and Moo-Shu (none of the dogs know they

are not people). John and Kevin currently live in Silver City, N. M., where John is Associate Dean for the School of
Nursing at Western New Mexico University. He also teaches online for the New Mexico State University School of
Nursing graduate programs in Las Cruces, N.M. 

John and Kevin have enjoyed RVing since 2000 with their first old Class C rig (just to see if they liked it). Since
then, they have moved through a series of motor homes, ending with their current (and favorite to date) a 2002 
Discovery 37T.

Kevin retired this past August; John plans to continue working at least three or four more years before doing the
same. After John retires, they plan to join in more travels, rallies, etc. John says, “The administrative academic world
is a busy one, and time away for lengthy trips can be a challenge, although we do like to get away for short trips as
often as we can.” 

John Scarbrough

Meet DOAI’s new Editor, John Scarbrough

Meet DOAI’s new Publisher, Monty Campbell and
Prepared Publications, Inc.

Monty Campbell is the founder and president of Prepared Publications. He has lived in the
greater Houston area since 1991. Prior to moving to Houston, Monty lived in Monroe, La.,

where he obtained a Master of Business Administration degree from Northeast Louisiana 
University. In his spare time, Monty enjoys hiking, backpacking, fishing, and watching movies.

Prepared Publications is a full service communications and marketing company based in
Houston, Tex. For the last ten years, the firm has been helping large and small organizations communicate more 
effectively via printed and electronic newsletters, direct marketing and with engaging websites. 

Their competencies include graphic design, full service printing and timely distribution of both printed and
electronic material. The firm’s motto is “Your Inspiration, Our Preparation. We help you get your message across.”
Monty says, “Prepared Publications and I are excited about the opportunity to publish the Discovery Express 
newsletter, and we look forward to working with the organization’s members.” 

Monty Campbell

Membership sponsors

DOAI is grateful to these RV dealers for supporting our club by paying for a year’s membership for each
purchaser of a new or used Discovery motor home: Sponsorship details are available from DOAI 

Membership Coordinator Elaine Holley at 888.594.6818 or doaimembership@discoveryowners.com.

Lazydays.......................................................................800.500.5299

                
.............................................................www.lazydays.com

PPL Motor Homes.......................................................800.755.4775

                
..................................................www.pplmotorhomes.com

RV World......................................................................800.762.7448

                 
.....................................................www.rvworldyuma.com
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Iwant to take a minute to explain and outline an ongoing DOAI effort to change the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) Tax Exemption status of the DOAI national organization from that of

an Individual organization exemption to that of a Group Exemption. There has been
considerable correspondence between the Treasurer and the various chapters as well as selected
DOAI officers regarding this potential change.  

As background information, DOAI is a Tax Exempt Social organization under IRS 
Section 501(c)(7). This means that we do not have to pay taxes on dues and most activity revenue.

This type of tax exemption does not mean that we are an organization to which persons may make donations and
use those donations as deductions for personal tax purposes. 

When DOAI was formed, it applied for and obtained an individual Tax Exempt status from the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) and so did most early chapters. This was a straightforward process that did not have much fee cost as-
sociated with it. Unfortunately, the funding situation has changed and there is now a $500 fee just to apply for such
individual exemption status. By having DOAI reapply to the IRS and obtain a Group Exemption, all individual
chapters of DOAI who are new chapters or have not already obtained their own exempt status would be able to use
the DOAI Group exemption and would not have to pay application fees individually. 

In order to obtain a Group Exemption status, there are a substantial number of requirements that DOAI must
meet and documents to be submitted to the IRS. As Treasurer I am the focal point for obtaining and preparing the
request to seek this Group Exemption. Individual chapters have been contacted and I am awaiting some remaining
chapter input before proceeding further with this application. Chapters will be notified when the IRS response to
DOAI’s Group Exemption request is received. 

Treasurer’s report

Dick Tracy

Traveling in our D’s…what a wonderful feeling of freedom to go whenever and wherever we
please. But, sometimes we need help with a mechanical problem, sometimes we need info

about a new area, sometimes we just need…a friend. Wouldn’t it be great if you could locate a
fellow DOAI member nearby that could offer advice or help, but how do you find them?  That is
where Discovery Friends comes in.

Discovery Friends is a voluntary list of DOAI members, their contact information, and what 
help or information they can provide. The list is available by State and by Name, and there is also

a map to help locate members while traveling. Each member’s location is depicted by a pin on the map, and clicking
on the pin reveals the member’s name. Note that for security reasons, the map pin is only located to the nearest town
of the member’s, not his actual location. You will need to contact the member for that.

You can access the Discovery Friends list from the DOAI home page by one of the following:
1. Clicking the link on the home page.
2. From the Left (blue) menu column, click Forums->DOAI Friends.
3. From the Left (blue) menu, click Info->Members and click the DOAI Friends link on that page.
4. The direct link is www.discoveryowners.com/doaifriends.asp. 

This will take you to a page with more information about DOAI Friends including instructions, how to add your
information to the list and how to save both the list and the map for offline use. This page, and also the DOAI Friends
list and map, is only accessible by DOAI members so you will need to log in to view it using your DOAI member
number and password (your last name).

The success of Discovery Friends ultimately depends on the number of people that sign up to be included on the
list.  Please consider adding your name to DOAI Friends! 

Bob Cook

Introducing: Discovery Friends

What’s your region?
If you aren’t sure what region is associated with your membership, you can find this information on page 10.
The vice president for each region is listed. Following his or her name is the two-letter designation of the 
region, as well as a list of each state and province (if applicable) within that region. 
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Hello, everyone! As I write this article, it’s the first day in the past week that we can open
windows and turn the A/C off.  Upstate New York, along with much of the East Coast, is

experiencing a hot and dry summer. But it’s summer, so it’s supposed to be hot ... right?
As of this writing, the national rally in Bath has not begun, but the T’s are crossed and all the

I’s are dotted, and I’m in the “hold my breath” time frame to make sure everything goes as
planned. This is a jam-packed rally, along with being in a great part of the USA. I hope you were
among the attendees. You will hear more about the rally in the next Discovery Express.

Are you ready for a Beach Party? It’s time to think about the 2017 Camp Discovery, so mark
your calendars for January 22–27 (depart January 28), in Seffner, FL at the Lazydays RV Campground. Registration
forms are on the DOAI website and in this issue of Discovery Express. I know that the Blue Ridge Discoverys
chapter members are planning a great rally. Marshall Godwin and Gary Osburn will be leading you through the
many aspects of your Discovery. This is the most informative rally you will ever attend, so make your reservations
now! I’ll see you there.

The National Rally 2017 information is not ready for release for this edition, but I hope that we can let you know
soon. Also in the works is the big 20th Anniversary of Discovery Owners Association, Inc. National Rally coming
up in 2018. Again, I hope to give you more updates on both the future rallies soon. No matter where you are or
where you are going, travel safely and enjoy. 

National Rally Master’s report

MaryAnn Crowell

What an exciting change and update for DOAI….the very first issue of the Discovery Express
developed and provided all-electronically!  It came directly to your inbox and if you haven’t

been receiving the electronic version previously you will see it almost a month earlier than before!
You can see it on any device that handles email for you ……Discovery Express wherever you
go!  

Also, it is the very first one under the direction of our new Editor, John Scarbrough.  John, you
are aware that Nina established the term of office to be a minimum of 12 years, right?  Seriously,

thank you for volunteering to accept this important leadership role.  We do look forward to getting to know you
better and being the beneficiaries of your work here.

Another exciting new announcement is being made elsewhere in this issue; the development of “Discovery
Friends”.  Be sure to read Bob Cook’s article that explains this great new tool to help us communicate with those
DOAI members who are located around us.  Have you ever wondered who lives wherever you might be?  Use this
tool to reach another member who has volunteered to help you, provide you with local tips and directions, or just
meet you for lunch.  Be sure to sign up to allow others to call on you.  This should be helpful and fun!

By the time this reaches you our rally at Bath, N.Y. will be another entry in our fond memory bank.  We met with
friends, both old and new for a week of fun and information.  Many are on their way from there to enjoy New
England in the Fall, to visit with family and friends along their way, or back to their sticks-and-bricks locations.
Wherever you are I hope you are having a wonderful and safe trip.  Hopefully we will meet again at Seffner in
January. 

Wishing you fun and safe travels. 

Past President’s report

John Baker

DOAI is a member of the Amazon Affiliate program. If you shop at amazon.com,
click on the “Click to Order” icon that you will find on the DOAI homepage.  DOAI will receive a small

commission on your purchase. The price you pay will be the same, and you pay Amazon just as you always
have. Your credit card’s bonus points or cash-back status will not be affected. DOAI will not know what you
purchased, and you can help defray DOAI’s expenses  associated with the club’s website and this newsletter.
Please bookmark the page after you click the link and use it every time you shop at amazon.com. 

Shopping at amazon.com?
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In addition to the Board of Directors’ (BOD) action reported on page 1 of this issue, other BODactions are reflected in changes to the DOAI Standing Rules, approved by electronic ballots on
June 29 and July 15, 2016, and a new Standing Rule, adopted by electronic ballot on May 11,
2016. The changes and addition are listed below; the latest complete version of the DOAI Standing
Rules is posted online at www.discoveryowners.com/DOAIstandingrules.pdf.

STANDING RULE #4 – Revised 7-15-16
DOAI Region Boundaries (Title of Standing Rule changed from “National Region Boundaries” to “DOAI Region
Boundaries” to reflect that the northern tier of regions also includes provinces of Canada.)

STANDING RULE #7 – Revised 7-15-16
Formation of Chapters (Item 6 changed to reflect dates by which lists of chapter officers are to be provided. New
item 7 lists dates by which membership lists are to be provided.)

6. Chapters shall provide an initial list of officers to the DOAI Secretary, as well as by February 15 of each
year. Chapters shall also provide a list of officers to the DOAI Secretary whenever a change in leadership 
takes place.
7. By February 15 of each year, Chapters shall provide a complete current membership listing, including 
membership numbers, to the Membership Coordinator.

STANDING RULE #9 – Revised 7-15-16
Discovery Express Newsletter (The entire Standing Rule rewritten to reflect the newsletter changes.)
A. Discovery Express is the official DOAI newsletter which shall be published electronically quarterly. 

1. The newsletter shall be published in color by an outside vendor approved by the DOAI Board of  Directors. 
It shall be emailed to all members, as well as to non-DOAI members who have supplied an article for the 
current issue. A copy shall also be emailed to the DOAI Webmaster for posting on the DOAI website.
2.  A Newsletter Editor shall be designated to receive input articles and information from members, chapters, 
officers, and coordinators. The Newsletter Editor shall edit all inputs for transmittal to the outside publisher.
3. The newsletter shall contain articles and information of general interest to the members; e.g., member 
activities and events, chapter rallies and activities, major rallies events and photos, Board of Director 
contacts, etc., as well as any other special articles as directed by the Board of Directors.
4. A “Member Care” column shall be included to inform of members’ serious illness, hospitalization or 
death, including death in a member’s family.
5. Each chapter shall identify a contact who is authorized to submit chapter news by the deadlines established 
by the Newsletter Editor.
6. An article advising the membership of Board of Director actions shall be included.
7. Information on elections of DOAI officers shall be included as directed by the President or Nominating 
Committee Chairman. This may include information on candidates, ballots, voting schedules, instructions, 
etc.

B. The Newsletter Editor shall screen newsletter inputs for suitability, appropriateness of content, tastefulness, etc.,
and edit material as needed. Questionable articles shall be referred to the DOAI President for determinations on
whether to include them.

STANDING RULE #13 – Revised 6-29-16
Auditors (The entire Standing Rule rewritten to reflect current auditing practices.)
A. Each year, the President and the Board of Directors shall appoint two DOAI members (who are not members of
the Board of Directors) as Auditors. The appointees shall be persons who are knowledgeable about financial 
matters.
B. The appointees shall conduct the audit during the annual national rally.
C. The function of the Auditors shall be to audit the expense and income records to assure accurate reporting, and
to make any other recommendations they deem fit concerning the reporting and management of finances.

(Continued on next page...)

Secretary’s report

Nina Soltwedel
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STANDING RULE #15 – Revised 7-15-16
Duties of Non-Voting Directors (Item C rewritten to reflect change in duties of Newsletter Editor; Item E rewritten
to correspond with other items in this Standing Rule.)
C. Newsletter Editor. The Newsletter Editor is responsible for editing the quarterly DOAI newsletter, Discovery 
Express. Editor works closely with Chapter Presidents, Officers and DOAI Directors, and individual members to
ensure a quality publication. Editor transmits edited input to outside publishing vendor in accordance with established
deadlines. Editor reports to the President.
E. Historian. The Historian is responsible for gathering and preserving the history of DOAI including, but not limited
to, National Rallies, Officers and Board of Directors members and significant issues. Such history is to be preserved
and presented in printed and/or electronic formats. Historian reports to the President.

STANDING RULE #18 - Adopted 5-11-16
Maintaining Members' Privacy
A. The security of our members is of utmost importance. Therefore, certain sections of the DOAI website will 
continue to be password protected.

1. No one may disseminate any portion of any DOAI mailing list nor any portion of any member's 
information, nor any other password-protected information to any non-DOAI person, company, or group.
2. The only exception to item 1 of this Rule shall be if the information is to be used exclusively for 
DOAI purposes previously approved by the Board of Directors (example: mailing of Discovery 
Express). 

Secretary’s report, continued

Feeding the RVer
Easy Crock Pot Potato Soup

Ingredients: 
1 30 oz. bag of frozen diced hash browns 3 oz bacon bits 
1 32 oz box of chicken broth 1 cup shredded cheddar cheese 
1 can of cream of chicken soup (10 oz) Salt and pepper to taste
1 pkg. cream cheese (8 oz, not fat free)

Directions: Put the potatoes in the crockpot. Add in the chicken broth, cream of chicken soup and half of the bacon
bits. Add a pinch of salt and pepper.  Cook on low for 8 hours or until potatoes are tender. An hour before serving,
cut the cream cheese into small cubes.  Place the cubes in the crock pot. Mix a few times throughout the hour before
serving. Once the cream cheese is completely mixed in, it's ready to serve. Top with cheddar cheese and some 
additional bacon bits. 

Taco Soup

This crock-pot recipe is great when you are tired of making chili to warm up on a chilly day!

Ingredients:
1-1/2 lb ground beef, browned 1 14-1/2 ounce can diced tomatoes, undrained
1 onion, chopped 1 4 oz can green chiles, chopped
1 can kidney beans, undrained 1 pkg. ranch salad dressing mix
1 can chili beans, undrained 1 pkg. taco seasoning
1 can whole kernel corn, undrained 1-1/2 cups water
1 can Ro-Tel tomatoes, undrained

Directions: Combine all ingredients in a crock pot and cook for 2 - 6 hours. Serve topped with Fritos and 
shredded cheese. 
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Iwant to start out my column with a
little preaching (so to speak) of the

need of having the co – pilots learning
to operate behind the wheel of their
Discovery. In the past nine months, I
have been witness to two women who
have had to jump behind the wheel

when their spouses became unable to
drive. It does happen, and we need to be

prepared for the eventuality of situations that do happen
when we least expect them. 

Most recently, one of our newer members (while
attending the FMA Rally in Yuma) availed herself of the
opportunity to practice driving, parking, and basically
learning how to drive her Discovery just in case. While
on a trip to the Pacific Northwest, Mike Phipps blew out
his knee so badly that he was unable to drive. Not being
able to be the pilot in command of his D was pretty un-
settling for Mike, who has over 40 years’ experience as
a retired pilot. His wife, Mary Lou, had to step in with
her limited training to get them back home to Chula
Vista, CA (Below San Diego on the Mexican Border for
those geographically challenged). This may not seem like
a big deal for some, but for those of us who travel Hwy
5 from Eugene, OR to Redding, CA there are 7 summits
that require a down shift to 4th gear going uphill, while
dodging the ever-present slow trucks and the long steep
declines with the “Runaway Truck Ramps”.  During their
journey, Mary Lou kept Discovery California apprised
of their progress and asked for suggestions as to where
to stay. Mike and Mary Lou got lots of help and goodwill.
. . and needless to say they made it home safe and sound.
From all indications, Mike is progressing just fine. Great
job, Mary Lou!

Discovery California will be holding its very first
election this fall, and our Election Committee is being
managed by Bill Pardini and Mary Lou Phipps.  If you
are a member of Discovery California and have a yearn-
ing to help, please do run for office.

Al and Donna Anderson will be hosting the Sugar
Barge Rally September 30-October 2, 2016.  This rally
is in the heart of the Sacramento/San Joaquin River Delta
on Bethel Island.

As we look forward to 2017, we are beginning to plan
our events. We would like to start out in January with an
informal rally in Quartzsite, AZ. The tentative dates that
we are looking at are January 15-22, 2017. This event
will not include any event fees, because attendees can
come anytime and go anytime. Quartzsite includes many
activities such as: lots of shopping, off-road driving,
campfires, and the 30th Annual Bluegrass Festival in
Blythe, CA from January 20-22, 2017. We also are solic-

iting ideas and thoughts from the membership for 
additional rallies for the Spring and Fall of 2017.

Another rally in the planning stage is a Rolling Rally
to the National DOAI Rally in 2017. It is our thought to
start the Rolling Rally in Laughlin, NV. Leaving Laugh-
lin, we will roll along to Winslow, AZ (Yes, we will stand
on the corner), onward to Santa Rosa, NM to see the
“Blue Hole”, then Amarillo, TX to visit the Cadillac
Ranch and watch someone try to eat a 72-ounce steak,
and end up at the DOAI Rally in Bath, NY (Finger Lakes
region). Depending on the dates of the Rolling Rally, we
also would like to include the Hot Air Balloon Festival
in Albuquerque, NM on the return trip home.

Bill and Linda Johnson again will be hosting the FMA
rally in Yuma, AZ in which Discovery California and
D’Zonas participate on April 4-9, 2017. This year, the
rally will be extended by one day, and Randy and his
crew from Fleetwood will be there to make repairs. Bill
has let us know that FMA is holding their 2017 National
Rally June 6-11, 2017 in Shawnee, OK.

More on Fleetwood / Allied Recreational Group
(ARG)…After having my Roadmaster towbar fail and
cause my jeep to run in to the back of my D, I needed to
have some body work done. I thought that I would try
the new Fleetwood facility in Alvarado, TX, on my
upcoming trip east. After sending photos and numerous
phone calls, it was Manning evident that we were going
to be sitting and twiddling our thumbs while waiting for
a repair time slot; I decided to cancel and to try our luck
elsewhere. On a trip to visit our son’s family, we stopped
in Coburg, OR at the ARG Repair Facility for a quote
(just a quote). We were given what I felt was a fair quote,
but the best part was their offer to accommodate us right
then, since their body shop business was slow. I
countered with “How about next week on our return?”
Bottom line…John Hurd’s team did an excellent job and
could not have been more accommodating. I also learned
that the lease at the Coburg facility has a year remaining
and is renewable; however, they have outgrown the space
and desperately need a bigger facility. They are looking
along the I-5 corridor. We have also learned that ARG
has opened a facility in Riverside, CA. This facility is
(for the most part) “under the radar” and has not been
publicized by ARG for some reason.

I did stop at the Roadmaster facility in Vancouver, WA
to try and get them to pay for the damages to my D. They
would only pay for the tow bar and to replace the Tow
Defender. They assumed no responsibility for the failure
of their towbar, saying that they couldn’t explain how or
why it happened, and that I should contact my insurance
company for the body damage.Be safe out there, have
fun, and (after all), it is an adventure! 

Region and Chapter reports

Chapter prez
Jim Sullivan

Discovery California chapter

(Continued on next page...)
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Allison Transmission, GM Corp. . . . . . . . . . . 800.252.5283
Atwood Mobile Products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  800.825.4328
Caterpillar RV engine support . . . . . . . . . . . .  877.777.3126
Carefree of Colorado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  800.621.2617
Carriage Carpets (Shaw Flooring) . . . . . . . . .  877.706.3054
CCI Controls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  800.521.5228
Cummins, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   800.343.7357
Denso (call Fleetwood) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   800.322.8216
Discovery parts:          

Fleetwood RV, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   800.322.8216
Sullivan RV Sales & Service . .800.720.0484, Ext. 6
Walt’s RV Surplus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  909.421.1107

DOAI badges: The Sign Man  . . . . . . . . . . . .  407.365.3722
Dometic Corp. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  800.544.4881
Fan-Tastic Vent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  800.521.0298
Fleetwood RV, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   800.322.8216
Freightliner Custom Chassis Corp . . . . . . . .   800.385.4357 
General Electric . . . . . . . . . .  www.geappliances.com/geac/ 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800.321.2136 
Intellitec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  800.251.2408 
Kidde Safety products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  800.880.6788 
Kwikee products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  800.736.9961 
Magnadyne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   800.638.3600 
Michelin North America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   800.847.3435 
Norcold, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   800.543.1219 

Onan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   800.888.6626 
Power Gear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  800.334.4712 
Riverpark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   800.442.7717 
RV Doctor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   www.rvdoctor.com 
RV Education 101 . . . . . . . . . . .  www.rveducation101.com 
RVP (Coleman) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  316.832.4357 
RVP (Suburban) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   423.775.2131 
RV Tire Safety . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  www.rvtiresafety.com 
Spartan Chassis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    517.543.6400
Splendide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   800.356.0766 
Thetford Corp. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    800.521.3032 
Trojan Battery Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  www.trojanbattery.com 
Velvac . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  800.783.8871 
Winegard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    800.288.8094 
Xantrex Technology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   800.670.0707
Apps and websites:

www.accesscamping.com   ✕

www.campingroadtrip.com   ✕

www.gasbuddy.com   ✕ ☐ ♢ 
www.interstaterestareas.com - no app
www.rvdumps.com/dumpstations - no app
www.rvparking.com  
www.rvparky.com   ✕

www.truckertools.com   ✕

www.usareststops.com   ✕

Apps for smartphones (free or paid): ✓Apple; ✕Android; ☐Windows; ♢Mobile Web;  Blackberry
For other member-recommended helpful contacts/apps/websites, visit www.discoveryowners.com

Our last rally took place in
Kerrville, Tex. along the beauti-

ful Guadalupe River. We took in the
sights like the Museum of Western
Art, The Coming King Scripture
Prayer Garden and a little golf . . .
along with some of the locally owned
restaurants like Pint and Plow, Rails
and Grape Juice. 

After the heat of summer, a few in our group are
looking forward to the National Rally to enjoy cooler
temperatures and the beauty of upstate New York. Plans
are in the works for the Alpine/Terlingua, Texas Rally
November 7-12. Activities for the November rally will
include some museums, golf, light hiking and, of course,
eating. Scott is reserving space for 10 coaches. Save the
dates and let us know if you’re interested in attending.
Complete information will be sent out in early October.

The Mason-Dixons had a great
rally in August at the Cross

Country Campground in Denver, N.C.
Our guests of honor were Southeast
VP Bob Deal and his wife Elizabeth.
As most of you know, Bob had a
stroke last year and was just getting
ready to get the “D” on the road when
he broke his hip in July. It was just

fantastic to see them at the rally.
Although this was a great rally, attended by nine

Mason-Dixon coaches and two guests from the Blue
Ridge group, it didn’t go off without testing our abilities,
attitude and stamina. 

It started with our campground (which I chose). Cross
Country Campground is a nice campground, but an older
campground. The interior roads are a little tight,
especially for the larger “D’s”. Let’s just say that the 

(Continued on page 11)

Chapter prez
Melissa Plowman

Region and Chapter reports, continued
Texas Discovery Road Runners chapter

Chapter prez
John Ricciardi

Mason-Dixons chapter

Helpful contacts for Discovery owners
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
Ron Wacker, 1720 Sherwood St, Clear-
water FL 33755-2937; 813.240.6552; 
discovery@rvfunhome.com

Executive Vice President
Jay Keneson, 404 Cypress Springs Dr,
Spring Branch TX 78070-4640;
830.885.6043; 210.827.1855;
jayk@gvtc.com

Vice President for Development/Reg.
Agent
Marshall Godwin, 8071 Windsor Dr,
King George VA 22485-5210;
540.663.3725; 540.379.6767; 
marshall@megodwin.com

Secretary & Member Care
Nina Soltwedel, 4736 Harwich St, 
Boulder CO 80301-4217; 303.530.0775;
303.570.2736; 
doaisecretary@discoveryowners.com

Treasurer 
Dick Tracy, 6 Cambridge Ct, Fleetwood
PA 19522-1018; 610.207.2016;
dtracy@ptd.net

National Rally Master
MaryAnn Crowell, 207 County Rd
3000, Lott TX 76656-3828;
254.584.2400; 254.644.6225; 
macrowell979@gmail.com

Past President
John Baker, 8419 Clover Leaf Dr, 
Richmond TX 77469-4867;
281.341.7177; 281.814.0004; 
bakerjohn@swbell.net

North Central Region Vice President - NC
(IL, IN, IA, KS, MI, MN, MO, NE, ND,
SD, WI, MB, ON)
Bev Kaiser, 34801 Pheasant Rdg, 
Richmond MI 48062-1834;
586.615.2263; bjk601@comcast.net

Northeast Region Vice President - NE
(CT, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, OH, PA,
RI, VT, NB, NL, NS, PE, QC)
Jeff Daly, 19 Glover Dr, Dix Hills NY
11746-6517; 631.586.1327;
516.241.3133; jrdaly48@optonline.net

Northwest Region Vice President- NW
(AK, CO, ID, MT, OR, UT, WA, WY,
AB, BC, NT, SK, YT)
Bob Soltwedel, 4736 Harwich St, 
Boulder CO 80301-4217; 303.530.0775;
303.513.8548;
bob.soltwedel@gmail.com

South Central Region Vice President - SC 
(AR, LA, OK, TX)
Gary Osburn, 303 Silver Sage Dr, Del
Rio TX 78840-2151; 830.899.3037;
210.859.6185;
garyanddebby@yahoo.com 

Southeast Region Vice President - SE 
(AL, DE, FL, GA, KY, MD, MS, NC,
SC, TN, VA, WV)
Bob Deal, 200 Baymount Dr, Statesville
NC 28625-9547; 704.876.3218;
704.682.0345; bdeal49@gmail.com

Southwest Region Vice President - SW
(AZ, CA, HI, NV, NM)
Gary Livingston, 216 S Amulet Ave,
Mesa AZ 85208-1123; 936.718.1421;
gary.livingston@outlook.com

CHAPTERS
Blue Ridge Discoverys (SE Region)
Charlie Harvell, 952 Laurel Springs Ln
SW, Marietta GA 30064-3961;
770.424.5439; 404.213.1639;
charlesharvell@gmail.com

Discovery California (SW Region)
Jim Sullivan, 2238 Emerald Cir, Morro
Bay CA 93442-1588; 408.623.4701;
ssull5213@aol.com

Discovery Texans (SC Region)
Judy Jo Bruton, 7212 61st St, Lubbock
TX 79407-8224; 361.537.8986;
harry@bruton.com

D’Zonas (SW Region)
Larry Hawkins, 894 W Diamond Rim
Dr, Casa Grande AZ 85122-7894;
209.914.0751; tackesailors@yahoo.com

Florida Discovery Sunshiners (SE Region)
Fred Jecks, 840 N Atmore Cir, Deltona
FL 32725-3341;386.532.0762;
386.801.1256; fred.jecks@gmail.com

Heartland Discoverys (NC Region)
Bev Kaiser, 34801 Pheasant Rdg, 
Richmond MI 48062-1834;
586.615.2263; bjk601@comcast.net

Louisiana Mudbugs (SC Region)
Don Burgess, 144 Gunter Rd, Pineville
LA 71360-9194; 318.449.3595;
318.613.6819; donem642@att.net

Mason-Dixon Discoverys (SE Region)
John Ricciardi, 477 The Gardens Dr,
Crossville TN 38555-0301; 
252-619-6485; 252.619.7198; 
john.l.ricciardi@gmail.com;
jonal135@yahoo.com

Midwest Discoverers (NC Region)
Jerry Call, 6825 County Road 16, 
Butler IN 46721-9417; 260.868.2580;
260.927.5397;  
jcallnorthpond@netzero.com

Northwest Adventurers (NW Region) 
Gilbert (Wally) Wallington, 1729 S
Fairway Dr, Pocatello ID 83201-2311;
208.237.4655; gwallington@juno.com

Ozarks Discovery (NC Region)
Bruce Plumb, 4384 State Hwy Y,
Galena MO 65656-4604;
417.239.4544; 417.239.4502;
bplumb@centurytel.net

Texas Discovery Road Runners 
(SC Region)
Melissa Plowman, 4911 Andria Dr, Wi-
chita Falls TX 76302-
3513;940.761.4403;
daamommy@aol.com

COORDINATORS AND WEBSITE
Audit 
Ricky Keen, 8 Beaver Creek Loop,
Roland, AR 72135-9749;501.247.2124;
rkeen120@gmail.com

Founder/President Emeritus
Jim Devine, 10321 Jacob Ct, Fairhope
AL 36532-4534; 970.209.4757;
f195810@gmail.com

Historian
MaryAnn Crowell, 207 County Rd
3000, Lott TX 76656-3828;
254.584.2400; 254.644.6225; macrow-
ell979@gmail.com

Membership Coordinator
Elaine Holley, 2317 Fran Cir, Clyde
TX 79510-3441; toll-free
888.594.6818;  
doaimembership@discoveryowners.com

Merchandise Coordinator 
Jody Bruce, 25340 Plum St,
Brooksville FL 34601-4716;
813.744.0411; 813.629.0498;
bruce7073@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
John Scarbrough
2216 Pinon Street
Silver City NM 88061
575.650.4818 
doaiexpress@discoveryowners.com

Nominating
John Baker, 8419 Clover Leaf Dr, 
Richmond TX 77469-4867;
281.341.7177; 281.814.0004; 
bakerjohn@swbell.net

Webmaster
Bob Cook, 876 Higgins Ave, Deltona
FL 32738-7971; 386.860.8274; 
webmaster@discoveryowners.com

Website
www.discoveryowners.com

DOAI officers/chapters/committees/website
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Region and chapter reports, continued

driving ability of our pilots was tested and some of our co-pilots had their eyes closed.
Then there was the rally hall which had everything you would want in a rally hall;

a lot of space, sinks to wash everything, restrooms in the building, etc. The only thing
lacking in the rally hall was air conditioning. When I found out, I let everyone know
and it seems like all of our members brought fans. Although it was a little warm, no
one complained.

We had many good times and we took advantage of the many attractions in the
area.  Several of the men played golf, some attendees went to the Billy Graham
Library, and most went to the North Carolina Racing Hall of Fame where we had an
excellent tour guided by “Larry and Bob” who had a tremendous knowledge of the
sport and the artifacts in the museum. Some of our attendees also went on a boat tour
of Lake Norman. The highlight of the rally was our ice cream social with homemade
ice cream prepared by Bob and Elizabeth Deal.

Even with the issues we faced, the rally was great. The camaraderie was fantastic,
the food good, and the fellowship and friendship could not have been better.

The start of NASCAR. The moonshine truck carried the 
moonshine made in the still.

Glenda and Bob Angus, Helen and Sonny Blackwell, Ginny
and Don Ethier, Pat and Dick Tracy, Zane and Sue Murphy,
Bill Humphry, Debra and Jerry Pruyne, Martha and Tom
Hundley, Alice and John Ricciardi, Jean and Richard Money
and Elizabeth and Bob Deal.

Alice Ricciardi had a monkey 
on her back part of the time at 
the NC Racing Hall of Fame.

The Discovery Texans do not have
rallies during the summer months

… way too HOT in Texas. We resume
our schedule in the Fall. We would
like to announce that John & Ruth
Pettijohn joined our chapter. We
hope to meet and greet them if not at
the national rally then at a rally real
soon.  Welcome!!!

Our rallies are planned for Wednesday through
Saturday, departing on Sunday. We will be attending our
last chapter rally for 2016 November 9-12 (depart 13th)
at American RV Park, Corsicana, TX. At that time, we
will elect our Officers (Rally Master, Secretary, and
Treasurer) for the 2017-2018 terms. So far in 2017, we
have scheduled (watch for us on the DOAI website):

January: 11 - 14 (depart 15th)
Lake Conroe/Houston North KOA, Montgomery, TX

March: 15 - 18 (depart 19th)
TBD

May: 17 - 20 (depart 21st)
Johnson Creek RV Resort, Ingram, TX

November: 8 - 11 (depart 12th)
TBD

Hope to see y’all in the near future. Safe travels
everyone. Submitted by Elaine Holley, Secretary.

(Continued on next page...)

Chapter prez
Judy Jo Bruton

Discovery Texans chapter

“We had many good times and we took advantage of the many attractions in the area”.  
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The Heartland group met in June at
Shipshewana, IN and enjoyed

breakfast made by the Krauders,
followed by flea market shopping,
and dinners out. There were 7
coaches that attended.

We then traveled on to Goshen, IN
for the FMCA rally where we enjoyed
many vendors, dinners and

entertainment.
By the time that this is printed, there are two coaches

that will have been to Mackinaw City, Michigan to walk
the bridge on Labor Day. This is a 5-mile bridge walk
which happens every year.

Some of us are headed to the national DOAI rally in
Bath NY in September 2016 where we will meet up with
our many friends from around the country.

Our next official rally will be held at Lazydays in
January 2017 for our annual southeast rally, and we will
meet for a picnic on Sunday January 22, 2017 at the
Kaiser's site at noon.

The D'Zonas have been on summer
break since our last rally in

Puerto Penasco, and the Arizona
summer has left D'Zonas members
scattered from Alaska to the Atlantic
shores.  Some are enroute to the
DOAI Rally in Bath, NY. 
The D'Zonas have an active sched-

ule planned for Arizona's milder
season.  Rallys include a Hot Air Balloon Festival and a
trip South of the Border.  For more information you can
check the D'Zonas page on the DOAI website for a
tentative schedule of rallys.  As soon as I get more
information and confirmations, the site will be updated.
As always, if anyone has questions or needs to contact
me, my information is on the DOAI website.

We would like to thank John Scarbrough for taking
on the task of Editor/Reporter/Copyboy of the DOAI 
Express Newsletter.  Thank you John... the newsletter is
an important and necessary element of the DOAI organ-
ization.

Cathy and I are currently in Baltimore, MD working
our way to the DOAI Rally.  We are looking forward to
seeing old friends and making new ones. Hope to see you
there.

Summertime isn’t exactly the prime
time for chapter rallies in the South

Central region, so there haven’t been
any recently.  Many members travel to
cooler climates and the rest of us try to
stay in the shade. 

Debby and I made a trip to
Shenandoah National Park this sum-
mer where we met some D owners

who hadn’t even heard of DOAI. How can that be? I
passed out some Newsletters and hopefully recruited a
few new members.

Skyline Drive in Shenandoah Park is a CCC Camp
project from the 1930’s and the views are incredible as it
follows the ridgeline. There are many pull-outs that are
big enough even for a D with a toad, but one place we
had to be careful to avoid is Mary’s Rock Tunnel at about
mile 31 (counting from the north - unlike interstate high-
ways which count from the south or west). The clearance
is said to be 12 foot 8 inches and our D stands 12 foot 10
inches. We stayed at Big Meadows campground,
approaching from the south to avoid Mary and did most
of our sightseeing with the toad. I actually hiked one of
trails, even if it was the shortest and easiest in the park.
Big Meadow has hundreds of campsites, but most will
not accommodate a large motorhome; it’s a popular place
on weekends. Most of the campsites can be reserved on-
line; reservation.gov has pretty good information on the
sites. Insider info: I walked around the park and found
some good, large sites in the “F Loop” (Sites 200, 201,
203) and in “G Loop” (Sites 205, 207, 208, 209 and 210)
all are pull-through. Sites E195 and E196 are held back
for handicapped access. We stayed in A97, which also is
a handicap-access site that cannot be reserved (it’s what
they call walk-up. . . meaning first come, first served). A
further insider tip is that the handicap sites have electric
service available in an otherwise no-utility park, but they
will only unlock the power post if there is a medical need
such as a CPAP or an oxygen generator.

It’s with sadness that I must report to the membership
the passing of DOAI member John Curtis. John was a
past president of the Road Runners chapter, a past DOAI
board member and my friend. John’s presence will be
missed at our chapter, regional, and national rallies.

We are looking forward to the fall season and a break
in the weather when Debby and I will be visiting the
chapters in the region, and also hope to see a good crowd
at Camp Discovery this winter!

Heartland chapter

Chapter prez
Bev Kaiser

Region and Chapter reports, continued

Chapter prez
Larry Hawkins

D’Zonas chapter

South Central region

Region VP
Gary Osburn

Did you know? Going forward, Discovery Express will be published in digital format only. If you have not listed a 
personal email address with DOAI, please contact Membership Coordinator Elaine Holley at the following email: 
doaimembership@discoveryowners.com.
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Would YOU like to win a year’s free membership in DOAI? You might, if you carefully
read this issue in order to find the answer to the question (see front page for question).

The answer is printed somewhere within these pages. Find the answer and submit the
response. All correct responses will be placed in the Contest Hat from which one response
will be drawn. The winner will receive a year’s free membership in DOAI. The details
follow:

1. A box on the front page will announce the question. The answer to each quarter’s question will be a word or a
year. It will not be highlighted in any way except that, if the answer is a proper noun, it will be capitalized. It will
be contained somewhere within the newsletter.

2. Entries must contain the member’s name and contact information, the answer, and the page where the answer is
found and must quote the complete sentence in which the answer is contained. Email the response to
nina.soltwedel@gmail.com, or snail mail to Nina Soltwedel, 4736 Harwich St., Boulder  CO 80301-4217. Do not
post answer on the DOAI eGroup.

3. All DOAI members are eligible to participate. A member is a coach, thus one entry per coach per quarter. A
member is limited to one win each calendar year.

4. The contest will open the first day of the month of that issue and close the fifteenth day of the succeeding
month of that quarter. Entries may not be submitted until the first day of a quarter, and must be received by Nina
no later than 11:59pm the fifteenth day of the second month of a quarter.

5. One winning entry will be drawn from all correct entries. 

6. The succeeding issue will name the previous quarter’s winner and announce the new question.

7. The Board of Directors reserves the right to terminate the contest at any time. 

If you have questions about the contest, contact Nina (nina.soltwedel@gmail.com). 

Quarterly Question Contest

Photos from Midwest chapter rally

Members of the Midwest chapter enjoying themselves at the SOO Locks during their group rally in June. 

Are you ready for a Beach Party Rally?
DOAI Southeast Region Rally starts January 22nd. See page 19 for details!
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Since our last issue of Discovery Express, please “Welcome” our new and reinstated members
listed here.  Please make them feel at home in DOAI, encourage them to get involved, and

introduce them to our many chapters.  It is still the best place to meet and make new friends. We
continue to ask members to refer new members to DOAI. Remember, after three referrals, you
will receive a one-year free membership. 

Congratulations and a free year’s membership goes out this quarter to:  John & Felesa Baker,
Marshall & Becky Godwin, and Dennis & Barbara Taylor. Elaine Holley

Membership Coordinator’s report

Jim Alexander, Houston TX
Phil Allen, South Bend IN
William/Sandra Babcock, Madison SD
Andrew Barnes, Jackson TN
Adrian/Yvonne Becerra, Phoenix AZ
William/Corinne Bennett, King George VA
Bill/Nanci Burney, Placentia CA
Dwayne Burton, Schulenburg TX
Roger/Karin Byron, Bradenton FL
Marco/Lina Cabello, San Antonio TX
Glen/Becky Carr, Conifer CO
Ed/Janice Casolino, Bolton ON
Cynthia Cevasco, Fairbanks AK
Alexander Ciciretti, Hudson FL
Carlos Albert Contreras Rubio, 
San Antonio TX
William/Gail Corlett, Wardensville WV
John Cox, Marion SC
Mike Denning/Kate May, Gainesville GA
Nick Doelman, Sioux Center IA
Carole Druhan/Lorian Kyle, Charlotte NC
Brian/Erin Duba, West Chester OH
Richard Ellis/Letty Cortelyou, Lakeland FL
Rick/Dana Evans, Diamondhead MS
Tony/Tammy Fifer, Angola IN
John/Penny Fini, Aurora IL
Peter/Shirley Fleckenstein, Ransomville NY
George Flournoy, Houston TX
Steve Allen Franco, El Paso TX

Lester/Paula Fykes, Flint MI
Bob/Karen Gillespie, Oldsmar FL
Terry/Bettie Grizzard, Macon NC
Ken/Cheryl Hahn, Littleton CO
Tracy Hannaman, Lutz FL
Brent/Debbie Headberg, Lake Park FL
John/Cecelia Hewett, Graniteville SC
Joe/Diane Hoffman, Portland OR
Alvin/Donna Illig, Sachse TX
Bill/Laura Johnson, Rome GA
William/Ruth Johnson, West Columbia SC
Ken A Jones, Winnsboro LA
William/Tami Jones, Piedmont SC
Eric/Terri Kempthorn, Mooresville NC
Darren/Donna Kimber, Arlington TX
Kenneth/Janie Knight, Nesbit MS
Kwouska Lee, Baton Rouge LA
Paul/Kristin Letendre, Middleboro MA
Aleksandr Levit, Boca Raton FL
Craig/Barbara Lindley, Hudsonville MI
Robert/Carol Martin, Nacogdoches TX
Jose Alfredo Martinez, San Antonio TX
David D McComas, Houston TX
Mark/Linda McGee, Natchitoches LA
William Mckay, Middle Island NY
Franz/Elizabeth Mendez, Fairburn GA
Steve Miller, Lebanon Church VA
Bill/Paula Nedela, Pinckney MI
Jerry/Betsy Nelsen, Vero Beach FL

Roger Nuzum, Fairmont WV
David/Patricia Packard, Newton NC
Larry/Jill Papa, Bend OR
Kenneth Parker, Staten Island NY
Wayne/Linda Parker, Trussville AL
Gary/Cindy Reese, Copperopolis CA
Thomas/Mary Robinson, Gilmanton NH
Tom/Kathy Rogers, Beaufort NC
George Ruth, Belpre OH
Jose Luis Santos Rodrigo/Giulia Azzario,
Gijon Asturias, Gary/Marlys Seyer, 
Phoenix AZ
Dan/Jen Sirois, Crestview FL
Edward/Linda Sproull, Bellevue WA
Timothy/Sheila Stevens, Oro Valley AZ
Jay/Laura Swann, Austin TX
Murray/Carol Sweet, Lindsay ON
Eddie Symonds, Centreville MD
Paul Thomas/Kay Hannon, York SC
Matt/Christine Travis, Napa ID
Stephen Tupper, Panama City FL
Bert/Jane Veuleman, Phoenix AZ
Kevin/Nancy Watkins, Ypsilanti MI
Frederick/Misty White, Shenandoah VA
Janice Whitehead, Colorado Springs CO
Sam Wild/Ronald Sormrude, 
Delray Beach FL
Mark/Lisa Williams, Sebring FL
Tom/Brenda Wise, Rome GA

Welcome Cami! (and a definite “First” for the DOAI family)
All, I know this is not a Discovery issue,

but she was born in our Discovery. We
will never have a child in the hospital
again. Home birth (with a midwife) is the
way to go. Camilyn (Cami) Danielle Lively
was born 14 Aug 2016, at 8:29PM, 7lbs
10ozs, 20 1/4 inches. Mother, father, and
daughter are all doing fine. I just wanted to
share with my DOAI family.

God bless!
Don
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The Ultimate Hub Tool
This tool is used to remove Freightliner’s chassis hub nuts on coaches with Alcoa rims. It saves the hubs
from unforgiving channel locks and pipe wrenches, plus allows you to remove hubs for cleaning and
polishing. The only molded hub tool that indicates the proper direction for removal of the hubs. Contact
Frank Cason, 1917 Stone Dam Rd, Chuckey, TN 37641, 423.552.5257, cason.frank@gmail.com. 
$13 incl. s/h. You can order on the Internet at: 
www.ebay.com/sch/i.html?_trksid=p5197.m570.l1313&_nkw=Ultimate+Hub+Nut+Tool&_sacat=0 Paid Ad

Rally opportunities
You are invited to attend the following rallies. Contact chapter president for details (see page 10). See also the

consolidated rally schedule at www.discoveryowners.com. It is updated periodically.

November 2016 –
4-6 D’Zonas, Tubac, Ariz.
9-12 Discovery Texans, Corsicana, Tex.
T/B/A Texas Discovery Road Runners, Alpine, Tex.

January 2017 –
11-14 Discovery Texans, Montgomery, Tex.
12-14 D’Zonas, Lake Havasu City, Ariz.
22-27 Southeast region rally, Seffner, Fla.

February 2017 –
8-12 D’Zonas, Tubac, Ariz.
15-22 D’Zonas, Puerto Penasco, Mex.

March 2017 –
15-18 Discovery Texans, location T/B/A

April 2017 –
5-10 D’Zonas, Sedona/Jerome, Ariz.

May, 2017 –
17-20 Discovery Texans, Ingram, Tex.

November 2017 –
8-11 Discovery Texans, location T/B/A
2017 - DOAI national rally in South Central region
2018 - DOAI national rally in North Central region
2019 - DOAI national rally in Southwest region

Detailed information about these sale items (including photos) can be found at www.discoveryowners.com/
classifieds.htm. Sale ads for Discoverys and RV-related items are free to paid-up members of DOAI. For details,

contact Editor at doaiexpress@discoveryowners.com

Discoverys  FOR  SALE
1999 36T: 84k mi, new tires/batts/curtains/water heater; all records.
Al Macklin; 519.336.6514; al.mack@sympatico.ca..............$30,000

1999 37V: 59k mi, new tires, coach/house batts., no pets/kids. Don
Thuma; 706.340.5058; dfthuma@bellsouth.net.....................$27,000

2001.5 38D: 59k mi, exc. cond., recently serviced, more. Dave
Smith; 281.379.6337; davesmithrio@att.net................$42,000 OBO

2002 37U: 54k mi, clean, w/Roadmaster Blackhawk tow pkg. Sam
Hatcher; 850. 387.0105; samhatcher@cs.com.......................$49,950

2004 39J: 60k mi, 6 new tires/batts, clean. Ray Wittschen; 
609.408. 9320; vetdream@comcast.net.................................$50,000

2007 40X: New roof/radials; trans. maint. plan. Herman Jones;
703.909.3998; mail2charlottejones@yahoo.com...................$99,900

2008 40X: Ext. warr., ext. enter. cntr, Brake Buddy. Eric McBride;
305.807.3358; eric@mcbridedesign.com...................$120,000 OBO

2011 42C: 19k mi, tag axle, res. refrig., enter. cntr. w/kitchen. Jeff
Eberlein; 513.404.4164; jecincy@fuse.net..........................$159,900

RV-related items  FOR  SALE
50 amp extension cord. John Didich; 419.281.2814;
jdidich@frontier.com............................................Best offer + shpg.

Pressure Pro Monitor w/orig. ant. + Di-Pole ant. (no sensors). Bob
Angus; 931.624.3816; angusr@charter.net....................$200 + shpg.

Shades, 2 windshields, 1 entry door, like new. John Didich;
419.281.2814; jdidich@frontier.com...................$350 + shpg. OBO

Xantrex Freedom inv/chgr, 1KW. Dlvr DOAI rally or ship.  Bob
Angus; 931.624.3816; angusr@charter.net....................$300 + shpg.

Blue Ox Patriot Braking System BRAND NEW – UNOPENED
box. 936-615-6303 and rbmartiniv@gmail.com........................$775

Classified Advertising
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Extreme temperatures call for extreme measures
By Gary Osburn

An overheating CAT engine caught me off guard when our first D, a 2001.5
model, was only a year old. Back then, this issue hadn’t been discussed much

among D owners, as the forum was in its infancy and the eGroup wasn’t here yet.
Heck, email itself was barely here. It seemed that there wasn’t much air coming
through the radiator, so I attempted to clean it. The more I did, the more I found
that I needed to do. I ended up using a degreaser named Purple Power or some-
thing like that in a small sprayer intended for killing bugs, and then rinsing with
lots of water.

I started at the back, but that didn’t seem to be accomplishing the job. . . so I went after it from
under the bed and that helped some. . . but there seemed to be more to do. I ended up under the coach, and that’s
when I started doing some good. I even found remnants of a black trash bag caught in radiator. As it turns out, the
only part accessible through the back is the radiator.  I learned that on the front side (closest to the engine) there is
something called a Charge Air Cooler (CAC), and it’s there to cool off air compressed by the turbo charger. The ra-
diator and CAC are sandwiched together in one housing with a small gap between. Add to that an over-filled
crankcase (CAT has since reduced the recommended oil-fill quantity from 22 quarts to 19 quarts) along with a
crankcase breather tube that dumps crankcase fumes in front of the radiator fan, and it’s a recipe for clogging the ra-
diator and overheating.

I got kinda dirty and Debby wouldn’t allow me back in the coach until I used half a tube of waterless hand cleaner
on my hands and arms and left most of my clothes in a pile by the steps.  She wouldn’t even allow them in the
washer. My clothes, shoes, and socks all went in the trash. At least she let me keep my boxers on until I got to the
shower.

To address the situation, I lengthened the crankcase breather tube so that it went past the radiator fan, and made
cleaning the radiator and CAC a regular practice.  I learned from DOAI members that Simple Green works well for
this.

Then came the trip to Las Vegas in August.
It wasn’t my idea, but a long-time friend was getting married there. It was 115 in the shade. . . but there wasn’t

any shade that I could see. I was going up hills at 35 mph in 3rd gear at 2300 rpm or so and still had to stop twice
to let the engine cool down. Once we were stopped, the engine cooled quickly but once we got going again, it also
heated up quickly. When the ambient air is that hot, it just can’t absorb much heat from the radiator, no matter how
clean it is.

Water, though, can absorb a lot of heat and “use the heat up” turning to steam or even just evaporating into water
vapor; it doesn’t take a lot of water to make a lot of difference. Since the water heater is close to the engine on that
D, I came up with a “desert cooler” that overwhelmed any overheating issue.

Here’s what I did:
Tap into the cold water line coming to the water heater with a Tee and route a small hose to an ice maker solenoid

valve. Attach a ¼” hose from the output of the solenoid and put a short piece of copper tube on the end so it can be
pinched down to a spray which can be directed at the engine cooling fan, making sure it’s held securely in place
with zip ties.

Since a 12-volt solenoid is impossible to find, use a regular 120-volt type from an appliance store, and operate it
with power from the water heater’s electric element. (Remember to keep the wiring connection safely housed in a
junction box, and turn off the breaker before wiring anything with 120 volts.) To operate the “desert cooler”, the
generator has to be on - but that’s no problem since the roof AC’s need to be on. On early D’s, the water heater  
element has to be switched on, while later models have 120-volt power at all times available at the back of the water
heater. If your water heater has a single wiring harness on the front with just four wires, it’s the early type that needs
to be switched on.

To control the solenoid, use a common four-pole relay. The 120-volt neutral wire isn’t on a switch – it can be
routed directly from the junction box to one solenoid wire. The 120-volt hot wire goes from the junction box to ter-
minal 30 on the relay; terminal 87 is attached to the other solenoid wire. From a switch mounted where it’s reachable 

(Continued on next page...)

Region VP
Gary Osburn
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Extreme temperatures call for extreme measures, continued
from the driver’s seat, run a fused wire to terminal 85. Finally, attach a wire from terminal 86 to ground.

The solenoid, relay, and junction box all fit in a little area next to the water heater that seemed to be made to hold
only a tiny water heater bypass switch.

Now, with the flip of a switch, you can spray some water when it’s needed. A full fresh-water tank provides
plenty if it is used only when needed. Overheating becomes a thing of the past. I think my total outlay was less than
$35.00.

Remembering to winterize my little invention was the next issue. . .

DOAI badges are available and are a great way to show your sup-
port of the best RV club in the country! The color is “French blue”
and the size is 3 inches wide by 1.25 inches high.

Badge w/pin back (with or without two holes)*......................$5.00
Badge w/magnet back (with or without two holes)*  ..............$6.75
Bolo Tie (specify black or white) ...........................................$3.50
Job Bar (for officers or chairmen) with rings  .........................$3.50
Shipping (up to two badges or two job bars) ..........................$3.00

*Note: When ordering, specify if you want two holes in bottom two
corners for job bar/s. If you don’t specify, the badge will come
without corner holes. If you are ordering more than two badges or
more than two job bars, call 407.365.3722 for shipping charge in-
formation (or email signman@signman.net)

To Order:
1) Print order list; 2) write check for total amount of order; 3) print
your name and your ship-to address. Send list, check, and your in-
formation to: The Sign Man, PO Box 622143, Oviedo FL 32762-
2143. Allow two weeks from receipt of order to delivery of items.

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR ALL DOAI MEMBERS
The October 2016 edition of Discovery Express will be the final hard copy. Beginning with the 
January 2017 edition, Discovery Express will be published in digital format only. If you have not

listed a personal email address with DOAI, please contact Membership Coordinator Elaine Holley at:
doaimembership@discoveryowners.com as soon as possible. 

DOAI does not share members’ email address with anyone outside DOAI with the exception of 
Prepared Publications, the publisher of Discovery Express. Each quarter, you will receive an email

when the newsletter is available online. 



Reflections on Going Home
By Nina Soltwedel

Thomas Wolfe’s book, ‘You Can’t Go Home Again,’ has res-
onated with generations since it hit the book stores back in 1940.

Webber, the lead character, realizes: “You can't go back home to
your family, back home to your childhood  . . .  back home to a
young man’s dreams of glory and of fame  . . .  back home to places
in the country, back home to the old forms and systems of things
which once seemed everlasting but which are changing all the time
– back home to the escapes of Time and Memory.”
Not long ago, I went back home  . . .  home is the town in which I was born and raised and in

which I have not lived since the age of 18 – 61 years ago. It’s a small town, definitely rural in nature, with many
good qualities, although those who have grown up in large metropolitan areas may not fully appreciate them. I was
brought to the realization that my memories are clouded by time: then, the houses were larger, the streets were wider,
the trees more prolific, and time seemed to pass more slowly. Now, the house in which I grew up looks small, almost
shrunken with age – I had not expected to have that reaction. And the streets! When did they become so narrow?
And what happened to all those lovely trees? And why do the houses now appear to be crowded together when I re-
member big side yards and generous front lawns on which to play games? And when did that big hill, down which
we sledded during the winters, shrink?

This was not my first trip home; we have returned many times over the years, first as a young wedded couple,
then as a mom and a dad with kids. The 40-plus years in which we have lived almost 1,000 miles away were the
years in which we would load up the kids in the car (later the Discovery) and make the annual summer trip to visit
the grandparents and siblings. Our visits were filled with family gatherings, picnics at the park, and everything
always seemed to remain static. We weren’t concerned very much with what used to be nor minor changes we might
notice.

Thus, while we would go home again and again, it was never with the realization that those times were fleeting;
it felt as if Mom and Dad would always be there; the high school would always be a half-block away; the swimming
pool at the city park would always resonate with the sounds of kids laughing and playing; the Carnegie library would
always be a quiet, cool place to spend an hour or two with a good book; and the favored café would always be filled
with post-football game or basketball game revelers.

They’re all gone. 
The treasured high school of our memories, with its squeaky, timeworn maple floors, its locker rooms, its teachers

who had been on staff since our elder siblings were there, its gymnasium that hosted games and dances and concerts,
is gone and the block is now a parking lot. The new high school has been erected out toward the city limits with lots
of parking spaces and open playing fields. The Carnegie library, with its cork floors, walls filled with books, and
story hour on Saturdays for the little ones, was demolished years ago and where it stood is also a parking lot. The
new library resides in another part of town; it’s spacious and attractive, but it doesn’t hold the ambience nor memories
of that beloved space we knew as kids. The wonderful old swimming pool with its sand bottom, diving boards, short
and tall water slides, is history. In its place is a sterile, rectangular concrete pool with none of the trees around it that
the old place sported. The beloved café is now a tax preparer’s office.

Wolfe recognized our innermost yearnings to return to a time and place in which we felt protected and loved and
which was familiar and safe. I treasure my memories; I give thanks I was blessed to have been able to grow up in a
less hurried time.  I give thanks for this time  . . .  the present  . . .  which is where I must live, always looking
forward, because I cannot return to the home that was. 

To be fair to the home that is now, the town has many positive things going for it: a renewed effort to bring back
to life one of its treasured historical buildings originally designed by Frank Lloyd Wright; a growing number of
people who are willing to share their memories and memorabilia of the town’s history so future generations will
know who we were; the creation of a comprehensive multi-faceted military display honoring and naming county
men and women who have served their country from Revolutionary times to present day; the infusion of young
people with the establishment of a branch of the state university; a popular Facebook page that helps many of us
feel a connection to the place of our youth; and so much more. The home that was then is locked in my heart; the
home that is now is appreciated.
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Discovery Owners Association, Inc. Membership Application
  Discovery Owners Association, Inc. is a non-profit organization. established to foster social opportunities and information 
exchange among all members.

   Membership Classification:
        Regular- a private individual owning a Discovery motor home. Dues (payable in U.S. funds only): $20 for the first year 

(including one-time $4 administrative fee); $16 for one year renewal; $45 ($49 new members) for three years; $75 ($79
        new members) for five years.
        Commercial- Discovery dealer, RV campground/resort, or an RV-related for-profit business. Dues (payable in U.S. 
        funds only): $20 per year, or $75 for five years. 

   Questions? Call DOAI Membership Coordinator toll-free 888.594.6818

   Mail the form below with your check payable to Discovery Owners Association, Inc. to: Elaine Holley, Membership 
   Coordinator, 2317 Fran Cir Clyde Tx 79510-3441. You may also join/renew online at www.discoveryowners.com

   Last Name First Spouse/Partner Name

   Business Name, if joining as Commercial Member

   Address

   City, State/Prov., ZIP+4/Postal Code

   Home Telephone Cell Telephone

   Email Address (for newsletter notifications)

   Discovery Year/Model, if joining as Regular Member

   Who recommended DOAI membership to you?

   Check enclosed for $ representing (check one):          One year Three years Five years

From the US Centers for Disease Control (CDC)

Influenza (flu) is a contagious respiratory illness caused by influenza viruses. It can causemild to severe illness. Getting an annual flu vaccine is the first and best way to protect
yourself and your family from the flu. Flu vaccination can reduce flu illnesses, doctors’
visits, and missed work and school due to flu, as well as prevent flu-related hospitalizations.
The more people who get vaccinated, the more people will be protected from flu, including
older people, very young children, pregnant women and people with certain health condi-
tions who are more vulnerable to serious flu complications. The best way to prevent the
flu is by getting vaccinated each year.

The upcoming season's flu vaccine will protect against the influenza viruses that research indicates will be most
common during the season. This includes an influenza A (H1N1) virus, an influenza A (H3N2) virus, and one or
two influenza B viruses, depending on the flu vaccine.

To find a location for the flu shot in your area, type in the following website URL – but replace the last 5 digits
with the Postal Code for the area in which you would like to search:

http://flushot.healthmap.org/?address=96801
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